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Although this disease stopped Matt’s
career in its tracks, he persisted and
actively involved himself in the ALS
community and became a strong advo-
cate for right-to-try legislation.

Mr. Speaker, each year Americans
like Matt Bellina receive the dev-
astating news of a terminal diagnosis.
Even with the amazing work done in
American medical research, for too
many families, access to these poten-
tially lifesaving treatments will come
too late or not at all.

Thousands of terminally ill patients
suffer needlessly while awaiting final
approval for drugs, therapies, and other
medical technologies. While the Food
and Drug Administration carries out
its three-phase approval process, which
can take years and cost billions of dol-
lars, many patients simply want the
chance to try treatments that are al-
ready demonstrated to be safe. A bill
that was unanimously passed by the
Senate will offer them a chance to ex-
tend their lives.

The Right to Try Act would ensure
that terminally ill patients, together
with their physicians and pharma-
ceutical manufacturers, can administer
investigational treatments where no
alternative exists. In fact, this bipar-
tisan idea is already the law in 37
States.

A Federal right-to-try law would pre-
vent the government from blocking ac-
cess to potentially lifesaving medica-
tions. It would require patients to first
try all other available treatments and
be unable to participate in clinical
trials.

For those patients caught between
the traditional drug approval delays,
the clinical trial process for which they
do not qualify, and limited time, the
right to try simply establishes the free-
dom for patients and their doctors to
try therapies where the benefits far
outweigh the risks. It gives them an
option of trying to save their life.

Mr. Speaker, whether it is a father
courageously battling ALS or a brave
child living with Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, they deserve the right to
try.

——
MASS SHOOTING IN LAS VEGAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. KIHUEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the tragedy that
happened in my home town of Las
Vegas last Sunday, October 1.

Last week, a horrific mass shooting
took place in the community that I
grew up in. Immediately when I heard
the news on Sunday night, like so
many people, I felt helpless, and I
rushed to the hospital to see how I
could help.

This shooting was the deadliest in
modern U.S. history: 58 innocent peo-
ple have died, and over 500 were in-
jured.

The 58 innocent victims came from
all walks of life. They came to Las
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Vegas from all over the United States
of America. Some were there to cele-
brate their birthdays, their favorite
country singer, a night out with friends
and family, and even celebrating their
wedding anniversaries.
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Even though these families will never
get another Christmas, another
Thanksgiving, or another birthday

with their loved one, they will never
forget them, and we won’t either.

As we grieve for those who were
killed or injured, and pray for their
families, I want to recognize the heroes
who bravely and selflessly rushed to
help: law enforcement officers and first
responders, including some who were
off duty and attending the concert,
who ran toward the gunfire to protect
the concertgoers and provide des-
perately needed care for victims; peo-
ple at the concert who shielded those
around them, gave them medical care,
and led others to safety, exposing
themselves to the hail of bullets while
they tried to save others; people driv-
ing by who used their cars to help take
shooting victims to the hospitals;
strangers helping strangers; the
healthcare professionals, doctors,
nurses, support staff, and volunteers
who have been working tirelessly
around the clock to care for the more
than 500 injured people; hospitality in-
dustry employees, who rushed to help
however they could; and the Las Vegas
businesses and residents, who have gen-
erously donated their money, time, and
blood to help the victims.

To all of these heroes, I say: Thank
you. Thank you so much.

Over the coming days and weeks, I
plan to speak on this floor about each
individual victim to honor their life
and to tell their story. I will also be
speaking out about what Congress
needs to do to prevent another tragedy
like this from happening.

We should never forget the victims of
October 1, 2017, but as we embark on
the long process of healing, I am for-
ever grateful for the incredible heart
and spirit shown by the Las Vegas
community. I have never been prouder
to be a Las Vegan, and I have never
been prouder to be a Nevadan, and I
know that my city is and will always
be Vegas Strong.

———————

COMMANDER SETH ANTHONY
STONE WAS A SOLDIER FOR THE
LORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of Commander Seth
Anthony Stone, a native Texan, a de-
vout Christian, and a true American
hero, who left us far too early on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, at the age of 41 years
old.

Twice the recipient of the Silver Star
Medal, our Nation’s third highest com-
bat award, Seth was among the most
highly decorated U.S. Navy SEALS.
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As a SEAL platoon commander in
Iraq during the Battle of Ramadi in
2006, he served alongside my son, Leif
Babin, as they led some of the toughest
sustained urban combat operations in
the history of the SEAL teams.

Seth was a storied and an exceptional
combat leader that helped turn the tide
for America in two of the most pivotal
battles of the Iraq war.

Seth and his SEAL platoon played an
integral role in the victorious efforts of
the U.S. Army’s 1st Armored Division’s
Ready First Brigade Combat Team
that transformed Ramadi from the
most violent and dangerous place in
Iraq to a stable, secure, and peaceful
city.

In more than 6 months of continuous
urban combat, a number of his SEALs
were wounded and killed in action, in-
cluding Master-at-Arms Second Class
Michael A. Monsoor, when he dove onto
a grenade to save three of his SEAL
teammates next to him. For his ac-
tions, Petty Officer Monsoor was post-
humously awarded the Medal of Honor.

Seth returned to Iraq 2 years later
and led a SEAL task unit that included
American Sniper, Chief Petty Officer
Chris Kyle, also from Texas.

Seth’s outstanding combat record
placed him in a very special class that

included Petty Officer Michael
Monsoor, Chief Petty Officer Chris
Kyle, Petty Officer Marc Lee, and

Petty Officer Ryan Job.

Seth epitomized the warrior ethos,
risking his life on many occasions in
combat against our Nation’s mortal en-
emies. He saved countless U.S. service-
members, and he helped bring stability
to embattled regions of the world.

About his military service, Seth said:

It was my honor to fight for my country.
The best life is one lived as a sacrifice for
others. I love my country, and I love the
teams. That is what drove me to fight so
hard for America while wearing the SEAL
Trident. At the same time, I did not really
consider myself to be a SEAL but, rather, a
soldier for the Lord.

In everything he did and throughout
his life he served the Lord from a place
of deep faith. He was a very special per-
son. I was proud to know him, and I
will be forever grateful for his service
to our great country and the friendship
and camaraderie that he had with my
son and all those whom he served with.

While Seth has left us on Earth, his
passion for his friends, his country, and
his Lord will certainly live on and
never be forgotten.

———

FEMA CAN DO BETTER FOR OUR
FELLOW AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there was
applause from the gallery, and every
American applauds.

Mr. Speaker, I have an alert for the
Trump administration. The Trump-led
FEMA, that is the Federal Emergency
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Management Agency, part of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, is fall-
ing far short on disaster relief in Puer-
to Rico. In fact, I think one could say
they are actually perilously short on
helping the people, our fellow citizens,
in Puerto Rico.

It has now been 22 days, that is 528
hours, since Hurricane Maria destroyed
Puerto Rico. Hundreds of thousands of
our fellow citizens in Puerto Rico
still—still—have no fresh water, no
power, little food, with many villages
lacking any means for communication.
Many have no dry cots or even dry
sleeping bags to replace the wet mat-
tresses and moldy surroundings that
characterize the Puerto Rico of today.

Let me say that Puerto Rico is not a
large island. It is a little over 100 miles
wide, not much larger than my con-
gressional district in Ohio which ex-
tends from Cleveland to Toledo. The
difference with Puerto Rico is the to-
pography is much more hilly.

I ask myself the question: Why
hasn’t FEMA had airdrops of vital sus-
tenance from the very start? Where is
that help to these far-flung villages
that have been cut off because, when
the rains came, they washed out
bridges and roads that make all these
tiny towns inaccessible? Inaccessible.

Fresh water packets can be
airdropped. Our military does that all
over the world. Why can’t those fresh
water packets be dropped in Puerto
Rico?

We can drop packets with peanut
butter and bread. We do that all over
the world. Why can’t we do that in
Puerto Rico? Why can’t we airdrop
food?

Citizens in Ohio with families and
friends in Puerto Rico about whom
they are desperately worried have been
told that many smaller towns where
they have relationships lack relief and
any assistance now 528 hours, 22 days,
into this deep human tragedy.

I want to place in the RECORD, and I
hope somebody at FEMA is listening,
names of some of the villages that are
completely cut off because roads and
bridges were destroyed and no relief
has come. No relief has come.

Ponce, in the south, is one. Utuado,
Jayuya, Arecibo, Yauco, Corozal,
Comerio, Loiza, Toa Baja, Cabo Rojo,
and Llanadas. Those are names we
have been given. Aid to these pockets
of desperation is almost 3 weeks over-
due. People need relief now.

FEMA also needs a better plan. In
fact, they need a plan. I don’t think
they have any plan to immediately
evacuate people to the mainland for
respite. Places like Cleveland, Lorain,
and Toledo, Ohio, we could accept peo-
ple who now are living in conditions
you would wish on no American.

We cannot risk more illness and
death. Children should not be missing
school after the horror they have expe-
rienced. We shouldn’t have the level of
hardship that has been subjected to
people who are still enduring the dev-
astation of Maria. What is happening
there is inhumane.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Most of the television stations are
down in San Juan, and that is where
the Governor of Puerto Rico is most of
the time when our codels go down
there, but the desperation is in the
countryside. It is outside of San Juan,
which is inaccessible.

President Trump, the people of
America and, let me tell you, those in
Ohio need you to help their families
and countrymen now. FEMA can do so
much better for our fellow Americans.

FEMA’s initials stand for Federal
Emergency Management. So where is
the emergency? Where is the manage-
ment? And where is the Federal reputa-
tion for excellence and leaving no man
or woman behind?

FEMA, shape up. America demands
more, and Americans deserve more.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

————

THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL WAS A
GIANT MISTAKE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge President Trump to de-
certify the disastrous Iran nuclear
deal. There are reports that decerti-
fication may come as early as tomor-
row, and I certainly hope so.

The Iran nuclear deal was a giant
mistake. It has been bad for America’s
national security, bad for our ally
Israel’s national security, and bad for
the world.

By decertifying the flawed Iran nu-
clear deal before October 15, the admin-
istration has a chance to send a strong
message that the United States will
not sit idly by while the Iranian threat
continues to grow.

The deal was premised on a naive no-
tion that Iran would somehow evolve
into a peaceful global partner, but that
couldn’t have been further from the
truth. Make no mistake about it: Iran
is not our friend, does not share our
values, and should not have been trust-
ed.

For decades, Iran has called the
United States the Great Satan, and
their leadership continues to call for
the total annihilation of our ally
Israel. Iran remains the largest state
sponsor of terrorism in the world and is
actively working towards obtaining a
nuclear bomb.

This much is clear: Iran has not
upheld the spirit of this deal. Now is
the time to reassert our authority on
the world stage and hold Iran account-
able.

I look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump to keep America, our al-
lies, and the rest of the world safe from
Iranian aggression.
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HONORING THE DISCOVERY OF
HERNANDO DE SOTO’S 1539 EN-

CAMPMENT AND THE LOST NA-
TIVE AMERICAN TOWN oFr
POTANO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the discovery of Hernando de
Soto’s 1939 encampment and the lost
Native American town of Potano, by
the University of Florida professors,
Dr. Fred White and Dr. Michele White,
and University of Florida honor stu-
dent Ethan White. This newly discov-
ered archaeological site is the oldest
confirmed New World contact site in
the United States.

In one of the most important events
in U.S. history, de Soto was the first
European to discover the Mississippi
River and explore an area that today
would hold 10 States. Until this incred-
ible archaeological discovery, there
was no physical evidence of de Soto’s
4,000-mile journey. The collection of ar-
tifacts recovered near Orange Lake,
Florida, includes very rare King Ferdi-
nand coins, Queen Isabella coins, and a
King Enrique IV of Castile coin that is
the oldest dated European artifact ever
unearthed in the United States.

Other rare items include Murano
glass beads and Spanish weapons and
armor dated from the early 1500s. The
artifacts were excavated in the lost an-
cient Native American town of Potano.
Also discovered in the town of Potano
were the remains of the first location
of the San Buenaventura Franciscan
mission built there in the 1580s. Within
the floors of the 16th century mission,
the team discovered the largest cache
of medieval coins found in the Amer-
ican mainland so far.

Acknowledgment for confirmation
and identification of the artifacts goes
to a large and diverse group of scholars
throughout the country. The recent
scientific findings were published in
the peer-reviewed International Jour-
nal of Archaeology and with the Flor-
ida Department of State, Division of
Historical Resources, Bureau of Ar-
chaeological Research in Tallahassee,
Florida. The collection of artifacts is
at the Florida Museum of Natural His-
tory on the campus of my alma mater,
the University of Florida.

NATIONAL FARMERS DAY

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, addition-
ally, I would like to recognize today is
National Farmers Day, a day when we
say thanks to all of our farmers and
ranchers for the work they do. Our ag-
ricultural industry, in a lot of ways, is
the backbone of this country. It feeds
our Nation and a big portion of the
world, and accounts for 11 percent of
overall employment.

Most people don’t realize how farm-
ers affect their life, but it is important
to reflect on the interdependence be-
tween rural and urban life.

People often associate Florida with
tourism, but agriculture is actually
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